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Sloan Public Service Award Winners demonstrate
extraordinary service delivered with ingenuity, energy
and compassion; responsiveness to public needs by
cutting through red tape or developing more effective
methods of service delivery; outstanding and reliable
performance both under the pressures of daily routine
and in times of crisis; willingness to take risks, if that is
what is needed, to improve service or correct abuses
or inequities; the ability to adapt to change and provide
a continued high standard of service to the public; and
commitment to upholding the public interest amidst
competing interests, pressures and demands. 

Since 1973, the Fund for the City of New York's
Public Service Awards Program has honored
outstanding civil servants whose work performance
and commitment to the public are extraordinary —
they give their all each day, year after year.  In
honoring these winners, we also acknowledge the
contribution and sacrifice of the hundreds of
thousands of dedicated public servants who, with
integrity and devotion, perform the work that keeps
this complex city, the largest and most densely
populated in the United States, running.



This year's winners, and the 315 winners from the
previous 50+ years, were selected from among more
than 300,000 eligible workers in the mayoral agencies,
Transit and Housing Authorities, Health and Hospitals
Corporation, City University of New York, district
attorneys' offices and public libraries. Winners come
from all levels and ranks of New York City's
government with priority given to individuals who have
made a career of public service.

To nominate a person, provide a description of the
candidate, including significant career information, the
particular achievements that occasion the nomination,
and the qualities the nominee embodies.

Names go into a reserve pool, and each nominee is
reviewed in due course. Recommendations, once
made, need not be renewed. 

The names of City employees who emerge with the
strongest recommendations are submitted to the
Selection Panel, an independent group of
distinguished cross sector leaders who draw upon
their experience with and knowledge of government.
In deliberating and choosing the winners, panel
members are guided by extensive profiles of each
nominee that detail achievements, as well as
panelists' own insights and evaluations. 



The Fund for the City of New York is grateful to the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation for its 37 years of
generous support for this program, which has elevated the recognition of City employees and is
widely referred to as the Nobel Prize of City government.

To learn more or submit a nomination visit www.fcny.org/spsa. 
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Jade Bailey's journey from her humble beginnings in Jamaica, Queens, to her current role as Director of the
Department of Design and Construction's Design-Build Unit is truly remarkable. What sets Bailey apart is not
just her impressive resume, but her deep commitment to giving back to her community and empowering the
next generation. Through her involvement in mentorship programs and outreach initiatives, Bailey actively
encourages young women to consider careers in STEM fields. Her passion for mentorship and advocacy
underscores her belief in the importance of paying it forward and creating opportunities for others. Bailey's
leadership in spearheading the adoption of the Design-Build model within the Department of Design and
Construction is a testament to her innovative thinking and strategic vision. By embracing alternative delivery
systems and challenging traditional practices, she has played a pivotal role in driving efficiency and
effectiveness in capital project delivery. Her ability to navigate complex challenges and build consensus
among stakeholders is a testament to her exceptional leadership skills and strategic acumen. Furthermore,
Bailey's dedication to public service was evident during the COVID-19 pandemic when she volunteered to
manage construction projects for healthcare facilities. Her willingness to put herself at risk to serve her
community highlights her selflessness and commitment to making a meaningful impact, even in the face of
adversity.

DIRECTOR, DESIGN-BUILD UNIT 
NYC DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

JADE BAILEY





Vimi Bhatia's journey from her early childhood in New York City to her transformative roles within the New York
County District Attorney's Office demonstrates a profound commitment to public service and a relentless pursuit of
justice. Growing up as a first-generation American with parents who overcame significant challenges, including
discrimination and prejudice, instilled in Bhatia a sense of resilience and determination. From her studies in
criminal justice and law to her internships in both corporate law firms and NGOs focused on human rights, Bhatia
remained steadfast in her commitment to public interest law. Her tenure as an Assistant District Attorney in the
Trial Bureau and subsequent roles in the Investigation Division of the D.A.'s Office allowed her to prosecute a
wide range of cases, from street crimes to white-collar offenses, while never losing sight of her goal of serving the
public good. In Bhatia’s transition to the Manhattan Child Advocacy Center, she became the sole representative
of the D.A.'s Office responsible for evaluating cases of child abuse and neglect. Her dedication to meticulously
reviewing each case, participating in forensic interviews, and ensuring that victims receive the support and justice
they deserve has earned her widespread recognition and praise from colleagues and partners alike. Her
transformative impact at the Center, including streamlining communication processes and advocating for victims'
rights, has cemented her reputation as a dedicated and compassionate advocate for vulnerable populations.
Even as she takes on new challenges, such as her recent appointment as Deputy Chief of the Elder Abuse Unit,
Bhatia remains committed to training her successor at the Child Advocacy Center and ensuring a seamless
transition.

DEPUTY CHIEF ELDER ABUSE UNIT, SPECIAL VICTIMS DIVISION 
NEW YORK COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

VIMI BHATIA





Margaret Forgione's journey from her childhood in Stamford, Connecticut, to her current role as First Deputy
Commissioner of the NYC Department of Transportation is deeply rooted in her commitment to public service and
community engagement. Forgione's passion for public service began early. Her experiences, from earning the Girl
Scouts' highest honor to assisting Vietnamese refugee families, reflect a strong sense of empathy and a desire to
make a positive impact on the lives of others. Her academic pursuits at the University of Connecticut and
Columbia University further fueled her dedication to public service, providing her with the knowledge and skills
necessary to address complex social issues. Her internships and volunteer work in social service agencies and
city government agencies allowed her to gain hands-on experience and insight into the inner workings of public
administration. Upon joining the NYC Department of Transportation, Forgione quickly distinguished herself. From
spearheading initiatives like the Adopt-a-Highway program to overseeing large-scale transportation projects, she
demonstrated a keen understanding of the challenges facing urban transportation systems and a commitment to
finding creative solutions. Throughout her career, Forgione has earned the respect and admiration of her
colleagues and peers, who praise her tireless dedication, strategic vision, and ability to navigate complex
bureaucratic environments. Her leadership has not only transformed the NYC Department of Transportation but
has also had a profound impact on the city's transportation infrastructure and public spaces.

FIRST DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
NYC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MARGARET FORGIONE





Alex Kipp was born in Manhattan...Kansas, but grew up in Lawrence, Kansas where his parents were
professors. He pursued his passion for theater and performing arts during his high school years and
continued to explore it at the University of Kansas, majoring in Theatre and Russian. After graduation, he
worked in community theater and pursued educational experiences in Europe. He eventually settled in NYC,
where he worked in various artistic roles before joining the NYC Conflicts of Interest Board (COIB) in 2001. At
COIB, Kipp initially served as a Junior Trainer, developing innovative methods to engage participants during
conflict-of-interest training sessions. His theatrical background influenced his approach, making the sessions
more relatable and interactive. Despite a brief hiatus due to budget cuts, he returned to the COIB and rose to
the position of Director of Education & Engagement, a role he holds to this day. Kipp's impact on COIB’s
educational program has been significant, revitalizing it with creativity and originality. He utilizes multimedia
content, including videos and social media, to make complex ethical topics engaging and accessible. His
training sessions, attended by a wide range of public servants, are praised for their energy and interactivity.
Kipp is known for his willingness to accommodate training requests and his dedication to ensuring everyone
has access to quality education on conflicts of interest. His innovative approach has not only raised the bar
for ethics training but has also earned him the respect and admiration of colleagues and stakeholders across
the board.

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT 
NEW YORK CITY CONFLICTS OF INTEREST BOARD

ALEXANDER KIPP





Celestina Leon, a native of Greensboro, North Carolina, has a profound connection to the Bushwick
neighborhood of Brooklyn, where her roots trace back to Puerto Rico through her grandparents. Leon's
upbringing instilled in her a deep appreciation for hard work and service to others. Her commitment to
education and community service was evident from a young age, excelling academically and actively
participating in various extracurricular activities. Even during her high school years, she took on leadership
roles and contributed to her community. This dedication continued into her college years at Boston University,
where she was involved in numerous campus organizations and activities. After graduating, Leon began her
career in public service, working as a Communications Assistant for a NYS Assembly Member before
transitioning to roles in the City Council and eventually becoming the District Manager of Community Board 4.
In this position, she has been instrumental in advocating for the Bushwick community and addressing issues
such as affordable housing, gentrification, and economic development. Her unique blend of intellectual
acumen, emotional connection to the community, and previous experience in public service has made her an
exceptionally effective leader. Beyond her local impact, Leon has also played a significant role in advocating
for improvements to all CBs, co-chairing a task force that issued a comprehensive report on the future of
these boards. Her dedication to strengthening grassroots democracy and empowering local communities
reflects her belief in the importance of community engagement and civic participation.

DISTRICT MANAGER 
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOARD 4

CELESTINA LEON





James Reichman's journey from a challenging upbringing to becoming a respected leader in the NYC Fire
Department (FDNY) is truly inspiring. Reichman's decision to enlist in the U.S. Army at the age of 17 reflects
his early commitment to service. His rapid progression through prestigious training programs like Air Assault
School and Combat Lifesaver training underscored his natural leadership abilities and dedication to
excellence. His service in the Army, including peacekeeping duties and combat deployment during the First
Gulf War, provided him with invaluable skills and experiences that would later benefit him in his firefighting
career. Transitioning to civilian life, Reichman's background in construction and plumbing, coupled with his
military training, uniquely positioned him for success in the FDNY. His exemplary performance as a firefighter
and subsequent assignment to the elite Special Operations Command demonstrated his exceptional
competence and leadership qualities. His extensive participation in training programs, both within the FDNY
and through external agencies like FEMA, reflects his dedication to staying abreast of the latest techniques
and protocols in emergency response. As he advanced through the ranks, Reichman's leadership style
emphasized mentorship, collaboration, and leading by example. His willingness to share knowledge, support
colleagues, and lead from the front earned him the respect and admiration of his peers. Reichman's
remarkable track record of saving lives, receiving commendations, and inspiring those around him further
illustrates his unwavering commitment to public service and the well-being of others.

CAPTAIN 
THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

JAMES REICHMAN



“With Design-Build, everything depends on collaboration and cooperation. Yes, everyone involved needs to have the right
professional expertise—design, engineering, construction. But unless all the players act as team players, the result is not
going to be optimal. Jade gets optimal results because she makes people want to work together. And she makes them
want to do their best work.” — Salvatore Cali, DDC Deputy Commissioner of Public Buildings
 
Ashwani Bedi, DDC Executive Director of Engineering  “Jade’s work ethic is over the top. She doesn’t just do what she’s
asked to do. She anticipates what might be needed on a project, or sees a possible problem on a site, and attends to it
immediately. She’s always got the larger picture in mind.” — Ashwani Bedi, DDC Executive Director 
of Engineering 
 
“Jade was the manager of a project I worked on when I was with the City’s Department of Environmental Protection.
There’s an unfortunate stereotype of engineers as being great with technical issues but terrible with interpersonal skills.
That is certainly not true with Jade. She understands that projects work through people and they only succeed when
you’re able to work well with people. Jade has a remarkable skill set, personal and professional, that benefits every
project she manages.” — Michael Riegel, Director, A/E/C Business Strategies 

SUPPORTING STATEMENTS

“I’ve always pursued many different interests, from creative arts to
hard sciences. Once I started working, I saw how much creativity is
involved in engineering and design, and how much critical thinking is
involved in management. At DDC, I get to bring all I’ve learned and all
the skills I’ve tried to cultivate in these different pursuits to the work
at hand. Even better than that—I get to do work that actually makes
life better for others. Better for my city.” 



SUPPORTING STATEMENTS

“Vimi’s work ethic is rare. She’s motivated by the work, cares about the people and individuals she works for, and
balances an emotional investment in the work with a desire to always find an objective and fair outcome. More than
anything, she is a good person with very high character.” — Jeanine Launay, Chief for the Elder Abuse Unit, New York
County District Attorney’s Office 
 
“Vimi Bhatia is a perfectionist; she demands that she gives the absolute best from herself. And because she asks for the
absolute best from herself, she also expects it from everyone else working in the Child Advocacy Center. She’s
meticulous about every detail in a case and holds herself to the highest standards.” — Jocelyn Brown MD, Board
Certified Pediatrician, Manhattan Child Advocacy Center 
 
“She has really transformed the Manhattan Child Advocacy Center. It is hard to remember how things were before she
arrived. The organization she has brought, knowing how to triage each and every case effectively, knowing how to tap in
all of the agencies at the Center into a case…she is strong in every aspect.” — Chloe Kendall, Deputy Chief, Child Abuse
Bureau, New York County District Attorney’s Office 

“The vulnerable populations that I am honored to serve deserve
someone who is going to be passionate and empathetic for the work,
day in and day out. Child abuse and elder abuse cannot wait; this is a
24/7 responsibility. Someone in this role needs to exhibit strong
listening skills, have an ability to manage different personalities,
balance difficult situations and exhibit extreme patience as the legal
system works towards resolutions.” 



SUPPORTING STATEMENTS

“Margaret came up through the ranks. She knows firsthand and cares about every aspect of this agency. She also knows
and cares about the people who work here. I’m so proud of her, and proud of everything she’s done for this agency, for all
of us who work here, and for this City.” — Earlene Powell, DOT Director, Bridge Painting 
 
“Margaret genuinely likes and cares about people, and it shows. You know she will do everything she can to help you get
the job done. You also know, when you work with Margaret, that you actually do have to get that job done. She sees the
best in you, and she holds you to it.” — Janice Stroughter, DOT Deputy Commissioner, Human Resources and Facilities
Management 
 
“Very few people look at changes in the City landscape—even huge changes like pedestrian plazas—and think ‘I wonder
how that happened?’ There’s sort of a general feeling that some invisible genie was summoned to make the plaza
appear. Well, maybe that’s right. Maybe Margaret Forgione is the DOT genie. Because she’s the one leader who’s been
there through all these recent changes, finding ways to make them happen. But she’s certainly not invisible at DOT, or to
the elected officials or community leaders who work with her on these projects. To them, she’s the face and the voice of
the agency at its best.” — Iris Weinshall, former DOT Commissioner 

“I feel so incredibly fortunate to have been able to work at the
Department of Transportation my entire career. There’s just no better
work, and no greater honor, than to have the chance to impact
people’s lives in a meaningful way. And no greater agency to do it in
than DOT. Every day I work with people whose mission is to make
things better for the best city in the world.”



SUPPORTING STATEMENTS

“Alex Kipp has had such an incredible and long run with the Conflicts of Interests Board, but he is still so inspired and
energetic. He brings such enthusiasm to the work, but he’s certainly no Pollyana, rose-colored glasses type of person
either. He’s realistic and understands city government remarkably well.” — Carolyn Lisa Miller, Executive Director, NYC
Conflict of Interests Board 
 
“I’ve worked with good and knowledgeable trainers in many different facets of city government. Not a single one gets the
type of response that Alex does. The engagement, the follow-up questions, the requests for further trainings…he’s one of
one.” — Sung Mo Kim, Chief Operating Officer and Vice President of the Queens Public Library 
 
“He is a teacher who is knowledgeable about the law but is able to make the law digestible for non-attorneys. It’s a key
strength and one that he can bring to any audience in city government. He makes that office the absolute most impactful
that it possibly can be. Which is quite impactful, as he touches every public office in New York City.” — Vanessa
Legagneur, Director, Human Trafficking & Prevention Unit, NYC Department of Education 

“This is not standup; what we do is serious and should be taken
seriously. But how can I be authentic with people about something
that is serious in a way that will garner all of your attention? I’ve
found that the best way to keep people engaged is to understand that
serious topics do not mean we need to be serious all of the time. If I
can treat you as a human, and you perceive me as a human, I can
teach you about these important legal topics better than if I treat you
like a passive audience member and you view me as some scary legal
representative. I want to create something memorable for you.”



SUPPORTING STATEMENTS

“Celeste never stops learning, never stops working, never stops thinking up new ways to benefit our community. I tell her
she has only one fault: She works too damn hard.” — Robert Camacho, Chair, Brooklyn Community Board 4 
 
“What makes Celeste so good at what she does is not a secret—it’s just rare. She’s genuine. She genuinely wants what’s
best for everyone. Combine that with her honesty, integrity, and empathy and you have the recipe for a successful
community advocate.” — Dina Alfano, founder of the Bushwick Historic Preservation Association
 
“The City makes one-size-fits-all proposals and Community Boards try to tailor them to fit our local needs. We speak for
the community most directly. Celeste has a powerful voice, and she has used it not only to speak for her community, but
to unite all the City’s Boards so that they can be better heard.” — Shawn Campbell, District Manager, Queens
Community Board 14 

“Celeste reminds us through her actions that our love for community, for our culture, for home, is stronger than we think,
and that we are often our own heroes—even if we just didn’t see it yet.” — Diana Reyna, former Deputy Borough
President for Brooklyn and Member of the NYC Council from the 34th District

“When I was growing up, my father would always say, ‘Can’t is not a
word in the vocabulary of this family.’ I would say that’s also true of
the family that is Bushwick. It's been passed down through the
generations. It's the fire we lit in ourselves to survive the most
difficult times and it's the stories, humor, and culture we continue to
impart as we welcome and support those in need. And above all, it’s
the love. In this community, whether we’re related to one another or
not, we love and support one another like family....I will never miss an
opportunity to uplift, empower, and advocate for all of us.”



SUPPORTING STATEMENTS

“Jimmy leads from the front. He never asks anybody to do what he won’t do first, and he’s always the first to help others
or to figure out how to deal with a difficult situation. He’s all about what’s best—for getting a job done, for the department,
and especially for every single person he works with, every single person under his command.” — John Souk, FDNY
Captain 
 
“You go into situations where people are screaming and crying, where you can’t see through the thick black smoke,
where you know your life and the lives of others are in great danger, and there’s Jimmy, calm, clear, completely in control
of his thoughts. He knows all the training and experience will take over, and so you know it too, just looking at him. You
stop worrying and get this sense of confidence that makes you better at doing your job. He’s always the first man through
the door, and I will follow him through any door he walks through. We all will.” — Pete Maslinski, 
FDNY Firefighter 
 
“In Special Operations, you must be quick and think on your feet. Every situation is new, but always difficult and often
dangerous. Jimmy finds a way to learn from every single situation. He never ever stops learning. He just keeps building
on this huge store of knowledge and experience he has, so he is always at the top of his game. He sets an example and
shows you how to think for yourself, and he never stops trying to be better.” — Brian Drury, FDNY Firefighter 

“....I have a position of leadership, with the incredible opportunity to
teach and mentor others. The firehouse is really a family. A family with
an unusual life, where you’re eating lunch together and ten minutes later,
you’re in the middle of a 550-degree fire together. We have to trust one
another’s skills and knowledge. But like a family, we also have to trust
that we will always give our best efforts for one another. That’s my job
and my promise. To always do everything in my power to give my best
and to bring out the best in every member of my firehouse family.”



President: Lisette Nieves

The Fund for the City of New York was established by the Ford Foundation in 1968 with the mandate
to improve the quality of life for all New Yorkers. For over five decades, in partnership with government
agencies, nonprofit institutions and philanthropic foundations, the Fund has developed and helped to
implement innovation in policy, programs, practices and technology in order to advance the functioning
of government and nonprofit organizations in New York City and beyond. The Fund seeks out, adapts,
applies and assesses ways to enable government and nonprofit agencies to develop leadership talent,
achieve programmatic excellence and optimal service-delivery performance through its core programs-
Cash Flow Loan Program, Partner Project Program, Sloan Public Service Awards, Sloan Awards for
Excellence in Teaching Science and Mathematics, Community Planning Fellowship Program, Center for
Youth and the Future of Work, and related strategic initiatives.

FUND FOR THE CITY
OF NEW YORK



President: Adam F. Falk, Ph.D.

The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation is a not-for-profit, mission-driven grantmaking institution dedicated to
improving the welfare of all through the advancement of scientific knowledge. Founded in 1934 by
industrialist Alfred P. Sloan Jr., the Foundation disburses approximately $80 million in grants each year in
four broad areas: direct support of research in science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and
economics; initiatives to increase the quality, equity, and diversity of scientific institutions and the science
workforce; projects to develop or leverage technology to empower research; and efforts to enhance and
deepen public engagement with science and scientists. Sloan Foundation grantmaking helped create some
of the country’s most influential and enduring scientific institutions, including Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center, the MIT Sloan School of Management, and the Sloan Digital Sky Survey. Sloan support has also
played a critical role in the early development of many scientific fields, including cognitive science, behavioral
economics, and indoor microbial ecology. The Foundation strives to be guided in all its actions by the values
of the scientific enterprise: impartiality, empiricism, curiosity, rigor, and the conviction that a reasoned,
systematic understanding of the forces of nature and society, when applied inventively and wisely, can lead
to a better world for all.

sloan.org |      @SloanFoundation
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Hostos Community College, City University of New
York

ALTHEA N. BUCKNER, PH.D., Director of Pharmacy
Gouverneur Health, NYC Health + Hospitals

GEORGE MENDUIÑA, Vice President
Metropolitan Transit Authority Bus Co. Chief Facilities
Officer, NYC Transit Dept. of Buses

PAUL RUSH, Deputy Commissioner
Bureau of Water Supply, NYC Department of
Environmental Protection

DETECTIVE THOMAS W. TROPPMANN
OFFICER EDWIN RODRIGUEZ
Neighborhood Coordination Officers, 34th Precinct,
Washington Heights,  New York Police Department



2013
PHILLIP GLEASON, Assistant Commissioner Waste
Management Engineering
Bureau of Waste Disposal, Department of Sanitation

CHERYL HODGE, Traffic Manager Level 1
Traffic Enforcement Division, New York City Police
Department

JOSEPH LAZARUS, Deputy Director of Facilities
Department of Facilities, Department of Education

LINDA PANTAGES, Director of Payments
Contract Agency Financial Division, Department of
Youth and Community Development

STANLEE RICHARDS, Director of Nursing
Coler-Goldwater Specialty Hospital and Nursing
Facility, NYC Health + Hospitals

JEANINE THOMAS-CROSS, Manager
Mott Haven Branch, Bronx, New York Public Library

2012
SARAH CARROLL, Director of Preservation 
Landmarks Preservation Commission

JEFRICK R. DEAN, SR., Bus Operator
New York City Transit Authority

DONNA LENO GORDON, Director, Behavioral Health
Nursing and Palliative Care
Coney Island Hospital, NYC Health + Hospitals

JAMES MCCONNELL, Assistant Commissioner for
Strategic Data
Office of Emergency Management

RUTH E. STARK, PH.D., Distinguished Professor of
Chemistry and Acting Dean of Science
The City College of New York, City University of New
York

PHIL WEINBERG, Principal, High School of
Telecommunication Arts and Technology
Department of Education

DEBORAH C. GARNER, Director of Consumer
Services
Department of Consumer Affairs

JANICE A. HALLORAN, Network Senior Associate
Director
Department of Emergency Medicine, North Bronx
Healthcare Network, NYC Health + Hospitals

KATHLEEN HUGHES, Assistant Commissioner for
Program Services 
Department of Cultural Affairs



EMMANUEL THINGUE, Senior Designer, Brooklyn
Team
New York City Department of Parks & Recreation

SUSAN W. DALMAS, Director of Adult Literacy
Programs
Queens Library

HENRY D. PERAHIA, Chief Bridge Officer
New York City Department of Transportation

RAMON M. GONZALEZ, Principal, MS 223, the Lab
School of Finance and Technology, Bronx
Board of Education

ELVA RODRIGUEZ, Women's Health Nurse
Practitioner 
Segundo Ruiz Belvis Diagnostic and Treatment Center,
NYC Health + Hospitals

GABRIEL TAUSSIG, Division Chief
Administrative Law Division, New York City Law
Department

2011

2010
CARRIE S. BANKS, Supervising Librarian
Brooklyn Public Library

DR. JULIUS R. BERGER, Professor and Chairman
Department of Dental and Oral Surgery, Kings County
Hospital, NYC Health + Hospitals

FRANK DEPAOLO, Director
Special Operations Division, Office of Chief Medical
Examiner

CHRISTINA FUENTES, Principal, PS 24, Sunset Park
Elementary School
Department of Education

SONIA GALARZA, Director of Programs
Department of Juvenile Justice

ROBERT LANGE, Director
Bureau of Waste Prevention, Reuse and Recycling,
Department of Sanitation

2009
WALTER A. CZWARTACKY, Director of Special
Projects
Bureau of Long Term Export, Department of Sanitation

KIM ESTES-FRADIS, Deputy Director
Education and Outreach, Department of Environmental
Protection



OSCEOLA FLETCHER, Community Liaison
Crime Prevention Division, Office of the District
Attorney, Kings County

DAVID JETER, Assistant Comptroller for Asset
Management
Office of the Comptroller

ARUN PETER LOBO, Deputy Director
Population Division, Department of City Planning

HARRY SZARPANSKI, Deputy Commissioner
Bureau of Long Term Export, Department of Sanitation

NANCY WOOLARD-SMILEY, Deputy Director
Homelessness Diversion Programs, Human Resources
Administration

2008
AMY BERNSTEIN, Director
Health Insurance Information Counseling and
Assistance Program, Department for the Aging

VERONE H. KENNEDY, Network Leader
Community Learning Support Organization,
Department of Education

VITO MUSTACIUOLO, Assistant Commissioner
Enforcement Services, Department of Housing
Preservation & Development

JOYA RAMIREZ, Secretary to Executive Director
Horizon Juvenile Center, Department of Juvenile
Justice

LIN SABERSKI, Deputy Commissioner
Adult Protective Services, Human Resources
Administration

JILL WOLLER, Director of Technical Services
Office of Management & Budget

2007
KEVIN J. BULGER, Director
New York City Employee Assistance Program, Office
of Labor Relations, Office of Labor Relations

FRANZ A. DEXTRA, Court Liaison
Rental Assistance/Housing Court Unit, Division of
Housing and Homeless Services, Human Resources
Administration

JOANN B. GULL, Deputy Executive Director & Chief
Nursing Officer 
Elmhurst Hospital Center, NYC Health + Hospitals

LESLIE U. MCKINNON, Court Liaison 
Rental Assistance/Housing Court Unit, Division of
Housing and Homeless Services, Human Resources
Administration



PATRICIA A. QUIGLEY, Principal, C.S. 61 Francisco
Oller Elementary School
Department of Education

RALPH SIMMONS, Ombudsman
Bridges Juvenile Detention Center, Department of
Juvenile Justice

LEONORA GIDLUND, Director
Municipal Archives, Department of Records and
Information Services

HENRY JACKSON, Deputy Commissioner for
Technology
Office of Emergency Management

WILFREDO LOPEZ, General Counsel for Health
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

CHARLES D. MCFAUL, Deputy Chief Administrative
Law Judge & Counsel
Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings

BERNADETTE NATION, Director
Business Outreach Team, Department of Small
Business Services

MARIE SANZONE, Music Teacher, P.S. 247 
Department of Education

2006

2005
SANDRA BLOODWORTH, Director
Arts for Transit, Metropolitan Transportation Authority

JUDY JAMES-HERNANDEZ, Deputy Director
Design Review, Department of Housing Preservation
and Development

SPIRO KATTAN, Supervisor of Mechanics
Vehicle Acquisition and Warranty Division, Department
of Sanitation

THERESA V. LANDAU, Director
Women, Infants & Children Program, Morrisania
Diagnostic & Treatment Center, NYC Health +
Hospitals

JULIUS C. SPIEGEL, Borough Commissioner
Brooklyn, Department of Parks and Recreation

ALAN WAGNER, Manager
International Resource Center, Queens Borough
Public Library

2004
NEIL BERMAN, Assistant Commissioner Information
Technology, Department of Youth and Community
Development



TABARI BOMANI, Teacher 
Bushwick Outreach Center, Department of Education

LARRY GOULD, Senior Director
Operations Analysis, MTA New York City Transit

ROLANDA PYLE, Director
Grandparent Resource Center, Department for the
Aging

MYRIAM SARACHIK, Distinguished Professor of
Physics, City College of New York, City University of
New York

PATRICK TOO, Principal Urban Designer
Department of City Planning

ELLIE WEISS, Teacher 
Bushwick Outreach Center, Department of Education

2003
BARBARA BARLOW, M.D., Director of Surgery 
Harlem Hospital, NYC Health + Hospitals

DAVID J. BURNEY, Director
Design & Capital Improvement, New York City Housing
Authority

PAMELA SPRINGER HARDY, Assistant
Commissioner
Family Court Services, Department of Probation

WARREN J. MURRAY, JR., Chief, Trial Bureau 50 
New York County District Attorney's Office

MICHAEL A. PRINCIPE, Deputy Commissioner &
Director
Bureau of Water Supply, Department of Environmental
Protection

CARMINE J. SOMMA, Custodian Engineer
P.S. 10, Brooklyn, Department of Education

2002
AGENCY AWARDS

Office of Chief Medical Examiner

Police Department

Department of Transportation

Fire Department

Department of Health

Department of Information Technology &
Telecommunications



H. HARDY ADASKO, Senior Vice President for
Planning 
Department of Business Services

ESTHER COUPET, Coordinator for Home Care
Referral
Bellevue Hospital Center, NYC Health + Hospitals

WENDY DORF, Coordinator, Geographic Information
Systems, Department Environmental Protection {Team
Award}

MICHAEL GREENMAN, Chief, Subsurface Section
Department of Design & Construction

ALICE HUDSON, Chief, Map Division
New York Public Library

2001

MTA New York City Transit Department of Subways

Community Assistance Unit

Department of Design & Construction

Department of Sanitation

Office of Emergency Management

PARNEL LEGROS, Physical Education Teacher,
Gateway Intermediate School 364, Brooklyn
Board of Education

ALAN LEIDNER, Director, Geographic Information
Systems Department of Information Technology &
Telecommunications {Team Award}

RICHARD STEINBERG, Director, Geographic
Information Systems
Department of City Planning {Team Award}

1999/2000
MICHAEL T. CARPINELLO, First Deputy
Commissioner
Department of Sanitation

STEPHEN DI CARLO, Principal, P.S. 25, Richmond 
Board of Education

MARCELLE LAYTON, M.D., Assistant Commissioner
Bureau of Communicable Diseases, Department of
Health

RICHARD LIEBERMAN, Director of LaGuardia &
Wagner Archives & Professor of History
LaGuardia Community College & The Graduate
Center, City University of New York



DONALD CAMPBELL, Director, Central Storehouse 
Department of Citywide Administrative Services

LT. TIMOTHY J. KELLY, Lieutenant
Special Operations Command, New York Fire
Department

FRANK CAPUTO, Deputy Chief
LEONARD KOERNER, Chief
STEPHEN J. MCGRATH, Deputy Chief
Appeals Division, Law Department 

EDNA MURIEL, HIV/AIDS Nurse Clinician 
Bellevue Hospital, NYC Health + Hospitals

MARCIA STEVENSON, Deputy Commissioner 
Department of Homeless Services

WAYNE WHITE, Court Liaison Officer 
Department of Probation

1998

ANA MARIA RHYNIE, Executive Officer
JOHN VALLES, Director & Commanding Officer
Traffic Intelligence Division, Parking Enforcement
District, Police Department 

EVELYN "TESSIE" WILLIAMS, District Manager 
Brooklyn Community Board 2

1997
JANE P. CLEAVER, Chief of Parklands
Department of Parks & Recreation

ANNA HEDRICK, Director, Trauma Intervention Unit 
Deputy Director, Employee Assistance Program 
Office of Labor Relations

ALEX HERRERA, Director of Preservation 
Landmarks Preservation Commission

ELISABETH L. ILER, Co-Director
MORTON SLATER, Director 
Gateway to Higher Education Program, Sophie Davis
School of Biomedical Education, City University of New
York Medical School

CHRISTINA LARKIN, Director of Outreach Services 
Bureau of Tuberculosis Control, Department of Health

JANE PERLOV, Borough Chief of Detectives 
Queens, New York Police Department

1996
ERNEST BATSON, Assistant Commissioner
Mental Health, Mental Retardation & Alcoholism
Services, Department of Mental Health



LAWRENCE BERMAN, Executive Director
Parking Bureau, Department of Transportation

JOCELYN JEAN-PHILIPPE, Caseworker
Administration for Children's Services

EDWIN MELENDEZ, Director
Surface Transit & Maintenance, Transport Workers
Union, Local 100 {Team Award}

KATHLEEN A. PAOLICELLI, Trauma Nurse
Coordinator 
Elmhurst Hospital Center, NYC Health + Hospitals

CAROL RUSSO, Principal, W.L. Garrison School, P. S.
31, Bronx
Board of Education

STEPHEN VIDAL, Chief Officer
Training & Operations Performance, Dept. of Buses,
NYC Transit Authority {Team Award}

1995

JOSEPH MILLER, Director
Medical Division, Department of Sanitation

MARILYN RICHTER, Deputy Chief, General Litigation
Office of the Corporation Counsel, Law Department

ANTONIO M. RODRIGUEZ, Director of Special Events
Department of Homeless Services

JOSEPH SALVO, Director
FRANK VARDY, Demographer 
Population Division, Department of City Planning

PETER ABATANGELO, Director, Facilities Operations
Public Health Laboratory, Department of Health

JOANN JACOBS, Fire Marshal
Bureau of Fire Investigation, New York Fire Department

1994
EDWIN FELICIEN, Senior Program Specialist
Legal Division, Department of Correction

JOANNE IMOHIOSEN, Assistant Commissioner for
Revenue
Department of Parks & Recreation

SHARON JONES, Principal
Rikers Island Educational Facility, Adolescent Remand
& Detention Center, Board of Education

JOSEPH MATTHEWS, Deputy Director & Field
Manager
Brooklyn Division of AIDS Services, Human Resources
Administration



EDWARD RASQUIN, Director of Systems
Program Development, Community Development
Agency

SUSAN SCHEER, Assistant Deputy Advocate for
Intergovernmental Affairs & Senior Policy Analyst
Office of the Public Advocate

1993
RICHARD FARRELL, Administrative Director
Residential Child Care, Child Welfare Administration,
Human Resources Administration

BEVERLY L. HALL, Community Superintendent,
Community School District 27, Queens
Board of Education

KATHERINE S. LOBACH, M.D., Assistant
Commissioner for Child Health Services
Bureau of Child Health Clinics of New York City,
Department of Health

CARLO PERCIBALLI, General Superintendent
New York City Transit Authority

ALBA PICO, Assistant Director
Licensing, Department of Consumer Affairs

CONNIE P. RETEGUIZ, Supervisor of Physical
Therapy
North Central Bronx Hospital, NYC Health + Hospitals

1992
YOLANDA BONITCH, Community Specialist,
Manhattan Borough Office
STEPHAN LIKOSKY, Institutional Librarian, Office of
Special Services
New York Public Library

JAMES GILMORE, Police Officer 
Community Policing Unit, 34th Precinct, New York
Police Department

ELLIE LUDVIIGSEN-JENNINGS, Director of Special
Projects
Training & Program Development, Department of
Probation

MARY MCINERNEY, Principal, Richmond
Occupational Training Center, District 75
Board of Education

HARRY NUGENT, Subway Conductor
1/9 Line, New York City Transit Authority

ANNIE SHEN, Maternity Conference Nurse 
Elmhurst Hospital Center, NYC Health + Hospitals



ELEANOR BELL, R.N., Director, Communicable
Disease Surveillance
Department of Health

WILL MCINTOSH, Deputy Director, Support Services
Spofford Juvenile Center, Department of Juvenile
Justice

MICHAEL A. PERGOLA, Chief of Operations
Bridge & Arterial Maintenance, Bureau of Bridges,
Department of Transportation

JAMES A. REMPEL, Perinatal Nurse Clinician
Kings County Hospital Center, NYC Health + Hospitals

AIDA ROSA, Principal, P.S. 30, Bronx
Board of Education

ERNEST THOMAS JR., Senior Building Custodian
Brooklyn Municipal Building, Department of General
Services

1991 WILLIAM JACKSON, Detective Second Grade &
Liaison Officer to the African American Community &
Caribbean Affairs
New York Police Department

RICHARD JONES, JR., Dean of Freshmen &
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs
Borough of Manhattan Community College, City
University of New York

CARMEN RODRIGUEZ, Administrative Accountant
Bureau of Accountancy, Office of the Comptroller

EDWARD WAGNER, Assistant Commissioner &
Director
Bureau of Wastewater Treatment, Department of
Environmental Protection

BETTY WILSON, Director, Crisis Management Unit
Central Harlem, Department of Housing Preservation &
Development

1990
EDITH CARTLEDGE, Supervisor II
Bronx Housing Court Liaison Unit, Income Maintenance
Programs, Human Resources Administration

1989
CARMEN FARIÑA, Core Curriculum Coordinator
School District 15, Board of Education

EDITH HENEGAN, Administrative Assistant
Facilities Service, Department of Cultural Affairs



MARK J. KATOR, Executive Director
Bird S Coler Memorial Hospital, NYC Health + Hospitals

EVELYN S. MANN, Director
Population Division, Department of City Planning

JULIUS MORGAN, Assistant Custodian, Louis D.
Brandeis High School, Manhattan
Board of Education

GEORGE VIERNO, Deputy Chief of Operations 
Department of Correction

ACQUENETTA RUSSELL-BROWNE, Assistant
Commissioner for Financial Operations
Agency for Child Development, Human Resources
Administration

SHELDON WEINBAUM, Professor, Department of
Mechanical Engineering 
City College of New York, City University of New York

1988
ROBERTO BATISTA, Principal, P.S. 70, Bronx
Board of Education

VINCENT CHIERCHIARO, Administrative Director,
CASA VII 
Office of Home Care Services, Human Resources
Administration

BARBARA NUGENT, Regional Librarian
Library for the Blind & Physically Handicapped, New
York Public Library

CHARLES OWENS, Assistant Director of Management
in Charge of Special Projects
New York City Housing Authority

WALTER BORTKO, Administrative Engineer
Bureau of Engineering, Office of the Comptroller

JOSEPH F. BRUNO, Director, Parking Violations
Bureau 
Deputy Commissioner, Department of Transportation

DORIS BRUNSON, English Teacher, Wadleigh Junior
High School, J.H.S. 88, Manhattan
Board of Education

JUNE DOUGLAS, Special Assistant to the Deputy
Chancellor 
Board of Education

MOSES SANDERS, Assistant to the Director of
Support Services
LaGuardia Community College, City University of New
York

1987



CATHERINE COWELL, Director, Bureau of Nutrition
Public Health Nutrition, Department of Health

DAVID FEINGOLD, Assistant Director
ELLIOT YABLON, Director
Bushwick Neighborhood Preservation Office, Housing
Preservation & Development

PETER MANCUSO, Assistant Director of Training
Police Academy, New York Police Department

VELMA NEWTON, Line Superintendent
Interborough Rapid Transit, NYC Transit Authority

AVILDA SANTIAGO, Head Nurse
Lincoln Hospital, NYC Health + Hospitals

MARGARET SMITH, Assistant to Deputy Director
Bronx Field Office, Special Services for Children,
Human Resources Administration

JULIUS SPECTOR, Chief Engineer
Department of City Planning

1986

TUPPER THOMAS, Administrator, Prospect Park
Department of Parks & Recreation 1985

MARY ANTOSIEWICZ, School Cook & Senior Lunch
Aide
P.S. 282, Brooklyn, Board of Education

JOSEPHINE BRUNO, Principal, P.S. 189 
Community District 17, Brooklyn, Board of Education

JAMES J. CURRAN, Lieutenant
Rescue Company 1, New York Fire Department

L. HARRIETTE HENDERSON, Deputy Director
Medical Assistance Program, Human Resources
Administration

SAMUEL SCHWARTZ, Chief Engineer & Deputy
Commissioner
Department of Transportation

JOSEPH SHULDINER, Deputy Commissioner
Office of Property Management, Department of
Housing Preservation & Development

1984
HADLEY W. GOLD, First Assistant Corporation
Counsel
Law Department



JAMES W. HENNEBERRY, Director, Special Projects
BLAISE A. TRAMAZZO, Chief for Equipment
Management
JACK S. ZIMMARDO, Executive Assistant to Director
Bureau of Motor Equipment, Department of Sanitation

VICTOR HERBERT, Principal, Samuel Gompers CTE
HS, Bronx
Board of Education

JOSEPH T. MILLER, Assistant Commissioner &
Director
Bureau of Water Pollution Control, Department of
Environmental Protection

JOHN T. ROWELL, Assistant Chief for Planning &
Development
Bureau of Waste Disposal, Department of Sanitation

ROBERT H. WHITE, Director, Bureau of Service
Operations
Family & Adult Services, Human Resources
Administration

ROGER ZANCO, Bus Operator
M-3 Line, Manhattan & Bronx Surface Transit
Operating Authority, New York City Transit Authority

1983
WILHELMINA J. JIMNEY, District Manager
Queens Community Board No. 7

CAROLYN D. O'CONNELL, Probation Officer
Department of Probation

PHILIP J. ROMANO, Sergeant
Bronx Community Affairs Division, New York Police
Department

MARIA C. SEISDEDOS, Caseworker
Office of Family Services, Human Resources
Administration

ANNA L. SMITH, Senior Building Custodian
Department of General Services

SAMUEL F. WILLIAMS, Principal, I.S. 195, Manhattan
Board of Education

1982
SYLVIA BROWN, Junior Public Health Nurse
Department of Health

FRANK HUNT, Director of Management Services
Capital Projects Division, Department of Parks &
Recreation



LOUIS KRIEGER, Director of Payroll Operations
NYC Health + Hospitals 

GLORIA LEE, Supervising Warden
Department of Correction

DOROTHY SMITH, First Grade Teacher, P.S. 156,
Bronx,
NYC Board of Education

JOHN VIGIANO, Lieutenant
Rescue Company 2, New York Fire Department

1981
ANTHONY J. ALVARADO, Superintendent of
Community School District 4, Manhattan
Board of Education

PAUL D. CASOWITZ, Principal Staff Analyst
Department of Sanitation

MARTIN IVES, First Deputy Comptroller
Office of the Comptroller

JOHN J. O'ROURKE, Detective
Manhattan District Attorney's Office, New York Police
Department

BERNARD ROSEN, Associate Director
Office of Management & Budget

SARAH L. WILLIAMS, Traffic Enforcement Agent
Department of Transportation

CARMEN S. DEMPSTER, Architect
Department of General Services

PHILIP JOHNSON, Community Development
Executive
Department of Housing Preservation & Development

DEBORAH MEIER, Director, Central Park East
Elementary School
Board of Education

JOSEPHINE TANALSKI, Utilities Properties Assessor
Tax Department, Finance Department

JOSEPH J. TIMPONE, Assistant Chief of Staff
Department of Sanitation

STEPHEN VIGNET, Computer Program Manager
Finance Administration

1980

1979
CHARLES BRADY, Assistant Director
Office of Management & Budget



PHILIP CLICK, Deputy Commissioner
Finance Department

ELWOOD R. DUPREE, Assistant Commissioner
Department of Health

JULIA D'ABREU, Executive Secretary
Department of General Services

HARRY KARETZKY, First Deputy Director
Office of Municipal Labor Relations

CARMEN SOTOMAYOR, Housing Project Manager 
New York City Housing Authority

HELEN R. CASSIDY, First Assistant General Counsel 
New York City Transit Authority

JOSEPH CUOMO, General Foreman
Department of Parks & Recreation

CHARLES FOTI, Director of Operating Services
Department of Public Works

THOMAS J. GUTHRIE, Inspector
New York Police Department

JOAN A. MILES, Assistant Chief
Bureau of Accounting, Office of the Comptroller

1978

THOMAS ROCHE, Director
Department of Personnel

JOHN T. CARROLL, Administrator
Municipal Services Administration

EUNICE K. FIORITIO, Director
Mayor's Office for the Handicapped

SIDNEY IFSHIN, Chief of the Division for Fire
Prevention
New York Fire Department

WALTER PRAWZINSKY, Second Deputy Comptroller
Office of the Comptroller

EDWARD RODRIGUEZ, Chief Superintendent
New York City Housing Authority

ANTHONY C. RUSSO, Director
Office of Municipal Labor Relations.

1977

1976
ANTHONY V. BOUZA, Bronx Borough Commander
New York Police Department



DOMIONIC L. EUROPA, Supervising Microbiologist
Bellevue Hospital, NYC Health + Hospitals

CLAIRE HOLBERT, Secretary
Office of the Mayor

THEODORE L. KARAGHEUZOFF, Commissioner
Department of Traffic

KATE KLEIN, Director
Mayor's Action Center

JACOB LUTSKY, Acting Justice
Supreme Court of New York State

EDNA OCHS, Keypunch Supervisor
Bureau of the Budget

HARRY TISHELMAN, Deputy Finance Administrator
Department of Finance

1975
FRANK DELL'AIRA, Assistant Commissioner
Division of Code Enforcement, Department of Housing
Preservation & Development

ROBERT ESNARD, Chief of the Bronx Office
Department of City Planning

MILLIE FELDER, Senior Citizen Specialist
Mayor's Office for the Aging

JULIEN D. JACKSON, Sanitarian
Department of Health

MADELON RHODES, Deputy Director
New York City Housing Authority

JOSEPH ROCCO, Computer Specialist
Human Resources Administration

MOSES SCHWEBER, Chief Examiner
Bureau of the Budget

EDITH I. SPIVACK, Assistant Division Chief
Law Department

GENEVIEVE E. WALSH, Director of Adult Institutional
Services
Welfare Department

1974
EUGENE J. BOCKMAN, Director
Municipal Reference & Research Center

HAROLD CARLSON, Gardener
CATHERINE E. MANTOVI-CARLSON, Gardener
Department of Parks & Recreation



JOSEPH J. CHRISTIAN, Chairman
New York City Housing Authority

JOHN V. DEL PERCIO, Patrolman
CHARLES NIXON, Patrolman
New York Police Department

ROBERT NEWMAN, M.D., Director of Methadone
Maintenance Program
Department of Health

JEAN PAKTER, M.D., M.P.H., F.A.C.P., Director
Bureau of Maternity Services & Family Planning,
Department of Health

IRVING WEINBERG, Superintendent of Motor
Equipment
Department of Sanitation

1973
HARRY I. BRONSTEIN, City Director of Personnel &
Chairman
Civil Service Commission, NYC Department of
Personnel

STANLEY BUCHSBAUM, Chief
Appeals Bureau, Law Department

JAMES A. CAVANAGH, Deputy Director
Bureau of the Budget

MARTHA DAVIS, Director of Capital Budget
NYC Department of City Planning

MICHAEL J. FARRELL, Inspector
New York Police Department

MARTIN LANG, Commissioner
Water Resources

PATRICK V. MURPHY, Commissioner
New York Police Department

MAURICE NIXON, Patrolman
New York Police Department

JOHN T. O'HAGAN, Chief & Fire Commissioner
New York Fire Department

WALTER A. PAVESI, Executive Assistant Chief of
Staff
NYC Department of Sanitation

HENRY J. ROSNER, Assistant Administrator
NYC Human Resources Administration

MORRIS TARSHIS, Director
Bureau of Franchises, Board of Estimate.
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